
February 19, 2021

The Honorable Mayor Glenn F. Elliott, Jr. & Wheeling City Council
1500 Chapline Street, Suite 303
Wheeling, WV 26003

RE:  A JOINT STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO THE CITY OF WHEELING’S    
 JANUARY 5, 2021, MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITH   
 BLUEFIELD STATE COLLEGE

Dear Mayor Elliott & Council Members:

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students of Wheeling University, West Liberty University, 
and West Virginia Northern Community College, we write on a topic of serious concern. 
This joint statement expresses our strong disappointment with, and opposition to, the MOU 
that Wheeling elected officials recently inked with representatives of Bluefield State College 
(see attachment). Said agreement commits to examining the feasibility of offering two-year 
Engineering Technology degree programs in the former OVMC facility (currently owned by 
the City). Programs in Manufacturing are also mentioned.

Our institutions have proudly served this region with high-quality, post-secondary education 
and workforce solutions for many decades. We have developed deep roots in our 
community, becoming critical partners in the Northern Panhandle’s economic development, 
including, and especially, with the City of Wheeling. Thousands of local citizens have 
completed our education and career training programs, earning college degrees, launching 
new careers, earning higher incomes, and improving their families’ standards of living. 
The goods and services purchased locally by our institutions and our employees creates 
additional economic value for the City of Wheeling and the region. Collectively, we add 
tens of millions of dollars in income and provide thousands of jobs in our hometown 
and throughout the region. Our institutions are vested partners in this City’s growth, 
development, and future success.

Together, we offer more than 200 degree programs that lead directly to local jobs – 
including both Engineering and Manufacturing that are specifically mentioned in this 
MOU. Each of us relies on data and research, in addition to outreach with local business 
and community partners, to assess and address the employee development and workforce 
skill needs of local employers. Our credentials lead to well-paying and satisfying careers 
that are in high-demand in the local labor market. We have a well-established history of 
collaborating to provide a seamless transfer option for students who, upon earning an 
associate degree, seek to continue their education at a four-year institution.



We urge Wheeling elected officials to rescind this MOU. The agreement was apparently 
inked based, in part, on several misrepresentations about our institutions including our 
interest in and capacity to offer said programs. Additionally, City leaders failed to fact 
check and perform basic due diligence with our colleges. In fact, this region is already 
well-positioned with three higher education institutions that are proven commodities 
and have been excellent higher education partners with the City of Wheeling: each 
making significant multi-million dollar capital investments in the city, county, and 
beyond. We are confident there exists no unfilled degree void in this region, not for our 
students, nor our business/employer partners. If there is a legitimate unmet local need, 
we commit to filling it at no additional cost to City taxpayers. We take our mission(s) to 
serve the higher education needs of this region [and this City] very seriously.

There is no viable path forward for this MOU with Bluefield State College. Moving 
forward would cause additional negative consequences for one or all of our institutions 
and therefore, potential consequential impacts in our community. We stand united in 
our opposition.

We greatly appreciate the City of Wheeling’s continued support and commitment to 
higher education.

Respectfully,

cc: Brenda J. Delbert, City Clerk -- bdelbert@wheelingwv.gov
 Chad Thalman, 1st Ward Council Rep -- cthalman@wheelingwv.gov
 Ben Seidler, 2nd Ward Council Rep -- bseidler@wheelingwv.gov
 Rosemary Ketchum, 3rd Ward Council Rep -- rketchum@wheelingwv.gov
 Jerry Sklavounakis, 4th Ward Council Rep -- jsklavounakis@wheelingwv.gov
 Ty Thorngate, 5th Ward Council Rep -- tthorngate@wheelingwv.gov
 Dave Palmer, 6th Ward Council Rep -- dpalmer@wheelingwv.gov

Daniel P. Mosser
WV Northern Community College
President

Ginny R. Favede
Wheeling University
President

W. Franklin Evans
West Liberty University 
President

WHEELING — The city of Wheeling entered into a memorandum 
of understanding with Bluefield State College on Tuesday for 
the use of property on the former Ohio Valley Medical Center 
campus, which ...
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